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All those different buttons and symbols means using your camera can be a daunting task. But our simple guide to
your camera’s functions will help you find your way around. And don’t worry if your camera is set out differently
to the one shown here - the function symbols on all digital cameras are universal.

i Hit the replay button to play back images you've

l P> | already taken. Some buttons on a camera change their
function in playback mode - for instance, on replay,
Ihe ‘tele’ zoom control now lets you zoom into a picture to check
that it’s sharp or that everyone is smiling. The ‘wide’ zoom
button presents your images in tiny thumbnail format — great
for zipping through photos quickly to find that special shot.

The control you should master first is the shutter button.
Half-press it to lock the autofocus: you'll feel a resistance and
hear a beep. You can now re-frame the scene while keeping
your subject in focus, letting you shoot off-centre portraits, for
example. Choose continuous or burst mode from the menu
and the camera will keep shooting as long as you hold the
shutter button down, up to two or three frames per second.
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The macro mode is illustrated by a flower. This is used

m 1o take extreme close-ups, less than 10cm (4in) from

€7 the subject and sometimes as close as 1cm (%in). It's
fantastic for taking detailed images of smaller items such as
flowers, insects, coins and stamps. The same button often also
lets you choose other focus settings, such as manual and
infinity focus. Choose infinity (shown by a mountain or
number 8 lying on its side) to shoot a landscape through glass
or a wire fence, both of which can confuse autofocus systems.

Don’t be afraid of exploring your camera’s menu. You'll find
options to improve your picture-taking, such as boosting ISO
(film speed) sensitivity to take pictures in darker conditions
without a flash, and adjusting colours for shooting indoors or
out. There will also be plenty of set-up options you can easily
use: scroll down the menu to choose picture size and quality,
sound and velume settings and to set the correct date and time.
There’s also usually a button here to return all settings to normal
if something looks wrong with your phoms

zoom. Simply put, ophcal zoom is the camera actually

zooming in on what you’re pointing at. Digital zoom is
just the software on the camera blowing up the information it
has captured — and you can do exactly the same thing on your
home computer. This means that the quality of your images
will be significantly better using the optical zoom.

q Manufacturers talk a lot about digital and optical

Most digital cameras have a number of scene
SCN selections from the straightforward (night, sport)

to the more specific (aquarium, candlelight and
children). These can be hard to navigate and manufacturers are
increasingly adding more in order to jazz up the specifications.
The most important ones are sport, which increases the shutter
speed so that you can catch fast movements and reduce blur;
night, which will decrease the possibility of red eye and turn
off the flash for landscapes; and portrait, which focuses on the
subject and leaves the background as a blur. A museum setting
will, in most cases, just turn off the flash.

- common is auto, which leaves the camera to decide
whether there is adequate natural light or whether the

camera needs to compensate. There is also the fill option,
indicated by a lightning-bolt icon, which forces the camera to
use the flash at all times. The third setting is red eye, which
emits a series of short flash bursts before taking the picture.
This shrinks the pupil of the eye, minimising the potential for
the flash reflecting off the retina — the cause of red eye. Finally,
there is the option to stop the flash going off automatically —
useful for places where flash photography is not allowed.

! & Flashes generally have four settings. The most

\' The self-timer is indicated by a clock icon. Select this
l ’ option and the camera will delay shooting, usually

- for ten seconds, giving you just enough time to run
around the front and star in your own photos. You can
sometimes choose different delay times, and a few cameras
fire two shots after the delay, just in case you were blinking
at the crucial moment.

which allows you to connect your camera directly to

your printer. When you’re in playback mode, press
this to bring up the print menu. You need a USB cable and
both camera and printer need to be PictBridge compatible to
be able to do this. Look out for the PictBridge logo on the
packaging (green and purple tear drops) — then just choose an
image, hit print and let the printer do the rest.

bs g Most cameras have a dedicated print/share button





